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BASIC-ABSTRACT: 

An elastic rubber tube is reinforced by inserting detachably a rigid 
mandrel 

and the outer surface of tube is coated with a releasing agent. The 
tube is 

laminated with a tubular layer of resin and with a tubular layer of 
reinforcing 

fibre. The mandrel is removed to provide an intermediate hollow tube 
which is 

pressed into shape by blowing pressurised air into the hollow in a 
mould. The 

rubber tube is released from the hardened prod. 
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Pref . rubber tube is typically made of natural rubber, acrylonitrile 
rubber or 

butyl rubber. The releasing agent is typically silicone, fluorine 
contg. resin 

or polypropylene releasing agent or polypropylene tube or wrapped 
polyethylene 

film. The resin is typically epoxy, unsatd. polyester, polyamide or 
polycarbonate resin or such resin in B-stage. The fibre is typically 
glass 

fibre, carbon fibre, graphite fibre, silicon carbide fibre, aromatic 
polyamide 

fibre or fibrous Ti . 

The intermediate resin layer is not adhered to the inner rubber layer 
and the 

outer reinforcing fibrous layer at ambient temp, so that no wrinkles 
develop to 

be set in the mould. The resin oozes to the outer fibrous layer by 
pressure in 

the mould to provide a smooth and glossy surface. 
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